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were held back until mdnight, and provided the narrow
Wi nni ng mar gi n.

O her parallels with New Ol eans were
nysteriously di sappearing ball ot boxes, multiple
voting, vote buying, intimidation of voters. The rest
of thisis in ny witten testinony.

We strongly urge you to look into this
subject. | can think of no nore serious soci al
consequence than the erosion of our citizens'
confidence in the integrity of their elections, which
woul d underm ne our very system of representative
gover nnent .

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you

M. Enright.

MR, ENRI GHT: Madame Chairman, ny name is
M chael Enright, and on behal f of Attorney Ceneral Joe
Curran of Maryland, | wanted to thank you and the
ot her Conmi ssioners for allow ng our office the
opportunity to address the vexing issue of |egalized
ganbling, and in particular, casino ganbling in our
state and in the nation.

I have with ne a copy of Attorney General
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Curran's report issued in Cctober '95 on how the
i ntroduction of casino ganbling to the State of
Maryl and coul d affect our crime rates.

Attorney Ceneral Curran's position was and
remains clear. Casino ganbling nmeans nore crime, nore
violent crinme, nore theft, nore insurance fraud, nore
white collar crime, and nore juvenile crime. It is
not a close call, though proponents of ganbling wll
tell you it is.

Thus, we woul d ask you to accept our
report, study it yourself, and answer the question for
yourself. WII the lure of easy cash, will the
probl ens of conpul sive ganbl ers, the constant exposure
of casino workers to substance abuse and ot her soci al
ills, the pervasive availability of al cohol to casino
patrons, and the grow ng probl em of teenage ganbling
addi ction increase our country's crime rates as so
many | aw enforcenment officers, social service
officials, and el ected representatives told it had
al ready done in their subdivisions?

Economi sts call these ills negative

externalities. W call themthe glitches in the
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glitz. They are nyriad, and we believe they
overwhel m ngly burden the cost side of any cost-
benefit anal ysis.

We woul d al so ask you to pay particularly
close attention to the issue of juveniles and
ganbling. Al though our report did not go into the
i ssue of teenage ganbling at great |length, the
informati on we did gl ean denonstrated that this is a
growi ng problem Wen coupled with Internet ganbling,
it could beconme a dangerously potent brew.

Finally, Attorney General Curran would ask
you to consider the overriding public policy question
| egislatures will face and legislators will face when
consi dering casino ganbling. Do they as el ected
representatives really want to give their seal of
approval to an industry whose bottomline function is
to take a custoner's noney and give himor her little
or nothing in return?

Those who claimthe issue is one of
entertai nment are being disingenuous. Wen | go to
Canden Yards in Baltinmore, I know I'mgoing to see Ca

R pkin play. Wen | go hit the blackjack tables, | am
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not there because | like to watch the dealer flip
cards and take my chips. | think I mght win sone
money. |If | have any sense at all, | know the odds

are badly against me, and our elected representatives
do know this. They know t he house never | oses.

How t hen can they condone this incredibly
| osing proposition to our citizens? Wat w sdomis
there in approving such a schenme for our citizens,
particularly when we conbine it with the glitches in
the glitz?

W wish you well in your efforts, and we'd
be happy to work with you in the future.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Let's see. That was
M. -- I'"'msorry. | was distracted.

MR ENRI GHT:  Enright.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Enri ght.

M. Battisto.

MR BATTISTO Yes. I|I'mState
Representative Joe Battisto, and |I thank the
Conmi ssion for giving me the opportunity to testify on

the i ssue of ganbling.
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